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fit. 12, Frederick, iid. 21701 
S/15/77 


Senator Chfijrlea Mathias 

U*S. Senate ■ % i 

Vashln^ton, D.C. -?*«TVd * ••• ; 

. Ifcar Kac # __ * 

W c y.f ~iTlLTu2.Ty^ 1 * ^Sln 0 I bt S f ^ tiL ““V f ,h * m '‘ ”“ rt ’ «» “• 

=f the Vgiren^ocsission. » -H* "critics" 

' a ski ng me about it. If^t ^ t0 acCept such 7116 etuf f without even ' 

•• 01 our °*n government I'd call it garbage** I knew 8 th t0 p^T ly au ^ horitarian and the practise 
. .If I did not ask you for copies of W^tS ? ?? ald d ° thia of thing and 

* ^tT\ tiles - 1 *“ 1 ““ 

• covered. Whether*; it i^i^Iud^d 5 out o^ for the Period supposedly ‘ ' •' 

' “n^tf 1 d ^ 11/8% ^ Va^son S f or V et t " 1 *"* 

■ on the copy provided to me. ^"reason ha^ ° f the fleco:ld aTe obliterated 

S 1 ? ° r . el3e ^ here * Thi ? become the sta^^Td^cftf ^^P^on is specified 

^of ^^rifit^^d™ ? sroxs- . . 

“ - - - — ■£ ^%^ ot ^d%bMt X2& • 

x*cently 3 * d eposed £g “ -* « - 1 . 

i«coris of which I then had no knowledge after S*^”^** a referttnoe to these] 

«ith it, I told the iO 2A and represeS^ve o' ^ F^°SS« Tt^V^ t0 iflterfe « " 
he would sue I’d waive the statute rf “ ,*7 0fj ’ lce °* ^egal Counsel that if 

u. to too 0=0 pTti, tla^r i Ut " ■”“ *“» “> «» «*»« ttin*, 

. 1 “ « at* «=. i ■£ 2^“irisrsr«2^- - «-*-* 

* (Mtm salt £ S^"hS d ot t i r ^" "tllse re 7 **' " ia “ ss •tbe=« c to break ua .aitl 

tiaa lemd of cirty work oriy in aaSJ?^' i7 dittt-snaoks. Ihay nan do 

^ r,> ^ the specifics not hidden in “*“**“ «* respond- 

Tiie opening paragraph is factually inaccurate Ibi o . . 

come to know. The purpose of the inacciraS is mMw' \? ’ ? of the FETJ['ve 

I had not been for years and their files aLt atew thi^.‘ “ 0aly a c “ cj£aa fara «. By tfau 

±b at4ibuted J t^^^Sg e MSiTSor^fS D W t th 1 ^ dat6S ’ 1117 *“*»«. HsLa .'. 

stated that Veisberg had befn diarias^d" f^ a Seaat0r ^olletke • 

confidential infoi^tion to a nevT^ „°J abreach of trust involviag the release of 

—v. ** was t. '^3 vork^ f~ 

I was hot^on^the n * e ^ an7 Jrue. overy word of this is false. 'V 

detailed. I was the adr^^SS,: ! H f T t0 80 bad: to the J ob ^ch I was ‘ 

^iotratinu. I wa Jd fS* tS *? r ° f thB SecurSy 

ittee heirr ^ ^^L^^^ ° f the *>*1° record' 


a UiJO wcnn.txae'fl 

nothing else. The coccittee held no secret 


my,., i C,tu/7rr77n i » aEd 1 P? 33e33e d no secrets to leak.1 7 •., 

““ 1 " L »“ re, a Kfrei'a* i Tbrer y /;s 


I 


r 


Id wbi^he ^*£1 w ^u®”’ ^corda 

vecJom, a "*wvi 3 lobbyist and a close friend rf!S‘ ju ohn < L f as froc erdner "Pat" 
forenttan, that a superior had told me \ 0 e£ve jJS£ to ?'*** V* 1 

record was public, the volume was being or£ted^ It "*' H ?'® Ver » «* " 

ny jobs was to make the galley proofTavklable +T+J , eacret hearing. On* of 

' because the corporate officials P froa whom we took -totti PrM3 xa3tead of -traascxlpts 
their testimony. ... we took testimony were permitted to correct 

eluded something else I'^Torgo^n^th^t^L^ 1111 * * ^^ 6 ^*- ° f * youn; “ UU1 e '' r w.$hiB in- 
Vagner Act end it was solid testLknnv -t-h + P 1 ^ Fared testimony for the saving of the 

livin' top assistants. Remember, this i^tfis^^.) ' 9bUtted ' Zt V “ delivered of 

VorkerfirSTrilS-^s *“ “ M ’* as =**-*» X * -as not the Daily 

. .te. 1 .mh, hi *“* “* 

: r £„■ » - **‘ -I 1 i**-. 

his father’ a reputation. *e did not nw> to work md on th*’ ^ 601 along well enough on 
' prepared his first questioning arthTfLat ? * ~=^ttee he did none. I 

, days to do it while he was living- it no nn+ Jf^ e l 1:0 vork around the clock for 

; «* - — « - 1. ofa “- “• 

’JiSLfS*S y ^f k r . —her 

pnd did, there never would have bee£ tfca?in^ti' lo ^ by:m£ ' vhicil bad to get around Ha 
! *ben? Was it wrong than? So tL St 1 * Or • ~ 

Konete got his vengeance in a w^ufd « - 

** u52tSui th L D :St^Ss p £ iJtSTS 5 S 25 « *» - *»*■**< 

cause of suspicion of being a communist or f 10 flr ® d b7 the State Apartment, "be- 
-He was later allowed to £.££5 2°™“* eyr.pethies. • As this does say, 

of the 10 of us and arranged Sr~l t. In llter^ M e=I*esia. rt fact I led the defeasi 
of Hoover and the FBI, State at»lo 2 ±fced -f n «. d-ba action, much to the chagrin 

- been im the files your comrttt^ hS^ef ■W^do^^T ^ which have 

vho had moved in and taken control o^r^orT^ « a ^ 0J * tha Neanderthals 

held unconstitutional. CQnTTCU over *ban "security" under the KcCarran Act. since 

I think I wrote you after obtaining part of the 
the PEI for a name-check on me thTraii^!„rt 7! . fil “ S onl7 * 1/11011 State asked 

zsgz Lr* — - ^ y-rsite £ 

I laitalpri hta .taTle ^ SL^'of^ Sl-frSt 1 rtthtll*** f” 5 ** T har °" n ira&14 * 

on n a= i cartels and the like. He or one of th^H^ t 'J ath 411 ^^atigative reportu 

of the Hew Tork Herald ^buns, who “ r »- °Cd“ ^ 

oany missing from the State file and the one T> TO ‘^ d f WS *f d° 8 at °ry* It is one of the 

"with Hoover in which Hoover told him that there re^-n receiv ® d * Xt Included an interview 

that if a couple ^ been ^ empSeea JTZ^l » as ***** 8 £Hinst any of us and 

be careful about. State was foroS du^ V “ ^l* 6 ^ *°°& e * e 

• protege of Kargaxet W dcwu Ve wre virtually all Jews. Two were 


( 


) 


It lias beer. many norths since I wrote State about correcting the files it did let ’ ' 

“ far fr0= unisr the Privacy Act. I still await a response and the rest erf 

uhfi file:;. ^ ^ 

. 4 .v. 1,e ? * bere A is tae real £e=, "It is alleged that Veisberg held an^annual celebratico 
* _e Russian evolution. ...a picnic at his residence end vas attended by 25 to TO nrw- ' 
known people..." ... 

Shs^BSlZ ti^es that many people were at the faro, not the hone, was on the • ■ 

putong oi tue wevrsh Welfare Board for Vashlngton-area service personnel and their fami- 
ea. inn it was not at the tine of the Russian revolution, which was in November, hut -i"'~ 
in September, after the high holy days. It was arranged hy a rabbi we knew. Xou should ‘ 

renenber tne delignt of knds in seeing eggs hatch, baby chicks, ducks and geese and 
other fa — creatures. That is what it was. -They had a picnic at our faro, no. more. - • — 

In the FBI's awn records rather than those they passed along the "alleged" is Biasing. 

^ a=tu TT £y is that in those days, et the request of tEIA, I had challenged the 
DSSR to pence ul ccr.petition in poultry. Later State asked ne to go there end show than 
how to raise better chickens. *ou may not recall it but I won first prise for the whole 
United States in tne only dressed poultry competitian ever held. lou should remember mv 
proDotlonal ver^; for zhe poultry Industry* ^ 

I do not know what was masked in the copies provided me. I have FBI records’ that axe 
less than full ann much less than truthful about some, like their ganging up with the Dies ' 
cond .tee in an attempt to frame me. To survive that monstrous business I had to take 
a grand jury away fron the AUSA and then persuade it to indict the Dies agent. I +vn ^ 
that has not happened since and I know of no earlier case. After he got 'pastM the crap 
the FBI had fee him as by cy persistence alone he did ; that ATEA, then third man in the • — — • 
Office of tne o.S.Attorney in Washington and later chief war crimes prosecutor in lotoo.'"^" 
nad ao cucn respect end so such concern for me that he gave me a transcript of the grand 
j «7 testimony. He told ne the tine kL&-. cone when I might need it for my defense, given 
vhat he nad seen. If he were not dead I would not be ‘telling you this. While the txana- 

<pipt is not in cy office I can locate it if you have any doubts. Tou know he risked his 

entire career in an effort to atone for what he had almost done to a kid, which is what 
I then was. Tr.e had had two agents confine me, illegally, to pressure me into aign- 
ing a false confession. I merely sat and refused. When they blinked they let me call my • " 

wyer, partner in tne lav firm Drew Pearson arranged for Jackson's defense and mine. 

JeaE others of that firm, who I met through Jackson, “ 

h >e .. . asice ^ them to be counsel. The union did not dare provide counsel 

because tne wnole .raneup had as ita added purpose getting the union mo v^mtonL'fc « 

, . 2 ; 731 “ ot ^ ven me the «py the false confession it tried to pressure me 
?“ ^“ 77 “*?. now ever, it flipped up and gave me a record showing they 

ac.uaUy cis.ri-utea it to FBI offices. I have a record referring to it. And so Dies 
had .to cop a plsc. fer his wretched hum n n . _ 3 ... 

The saae can was also in on a real plot to throw Roosevelt out. I made the mistake erf 
t3e x3 ^ those records believing they'd be returned. It was a shuddering 
tang. It involved the highest military personage. How that I'm getting my records to^ ' ' 

gether for an archive for some years I've been trying to recapture these records for ~ "'V 
deposit, for students today and for the future. The Department of Justice 'has provided’ U ‘ ' 
contemporaneous proof that the FBI lied to me over the disposition of them.' The FBI cl aims 
to have destroyed then, meaning a copy they made. The Criminal Division returned them to 
the F3I after the alleged date of destruction. I await the next lie. • • • 

^ the *"31 records there is an allegation, ■fhat I was a co-worker, put in a warmer way, 
with one supeected of involvement in the "Gregoiy" case. If my recollection is correct that 
was the case of a liberal -ew ad eal economist, G regory Silveroaster. The masked reference 
oeens to be that my boss when I worked for the government had been at a party with him. I - 
knew ny boss because the government out me to work under him. I do not w>nv w h.+ m. 


politics were. I know bo was a liberal, I know he praised me for a large research job I 
had done, to identify the prominent Communist labor leaders in one of the four Latin 
American areas into which the ^ vision was divided. (So did the nn. n with when I was fired 
for whan I did it and another with when I was fired who wanted me to do it for Mb area# 
^oviously this kind of information was essential for our diplomats#) The alleged "flreg^- 
ory" man was driven out of the country as he was hounded from job to Job* Last ^ heard of 
him he was in CandfLa, teaching past the age of retirement to make it# had just published 
the first of a two-volume anti-Castro study. 

I can only wonder what else was fabricated, what was obliterated from the poison aent 
to the ■'hitb ^ouse, what exists in the records still withheld* * have never been a Comcunisj;. 
That I was a Hew ^ealer appears like an epithet in the spooks 1 former secrets - when I 
was pert of the Hew ^aal government. That I am not even a party-lining Democrat you should 
know very well. I doubt I have known a dozen" Communists in my 64 years. I have known many 
more who could be called fascists. 

Two aspects of this trouble me much. One is that you appear to have let yourself be 
influenced unilaterally well as you know me and my beliefs. That jyou would credit such 
stuff without even asking me and not respond when I raised the question with you# The 
other is that this reflects to me the capability of the FBI and others ^ it to inti- 
midate the ^ on grass while the Congress actually investigating it and them# They show 
you what they can do to you and the Congress trembles. it ia a fact, these kind* of 
authoritarians have the means and the disposition to hurt those who oppose authoritarian- 
ism, which they represent. A political figure who hen to run for re-election has something 
to think about. 1 

In the records D have received there Is a theme of reporting, critical of my faith 
in the Congress to clean up the mass the executive agencies and the Commission mad** in 
the JFK assassination. I do not have that faith today* As you may have seen I've been 
exposing the dishonesties of the House committee, which is updated KcCarthyism to me in 
upSustified criticisms of the agencies. I guess the middle is a lonely place and that 
¥prds worth van correct about being in the forefront in an era of change. My first book, 
ypu may recall, asked for Congress to investigate.' ^ou spoke to Kanny Celler about it 
ip 1965. The FBI does not like that. These records show it. 

In the records I have gone over I do not think there is a single page that ia 
truthful and fair. Some of the contrivances, especially about the perfection of the 
Director when he made terrible mistakes, are sickening. They differ in degree only from 
what D have seen in captured files of enemy authoritarianism# Vhat I am saying ia that 
there is involved much more than the hurt to me. This represents a clear and present 
denger to the country end to a free system of society. 

That hurt to me was the design is explicit. Prior to obtaining these records I had 
obtained others in an FOIA suit. They spell it out. This is now in a court record in 
a case in which the FBI is * defendant. They have not challenged it in any way. They 
cannot. It is their own record, their own words, the diktat of their dictator. 

Perfection is not a human state, rlac. How that my health is again impaired I am more 
inclined, especially whan I go over records like these, to consider my own record. My 
record for accuracy is entirely untouched# I have no reaepn to.be ashmaed of my record for 
integrity. I do find, thanks to the FBI's entirely improper spying, that I was much too 
co n servative at the beginning, much too generous in seeking justifications for wrongdoing# 

When we last met I was recovering from pneumonia and pleurisy. Shortly thereafter I 
was hospitalized for acute thrombophlebitis. By then there had been permanent damage. I fear 
it has increased sinca. There now is an incompletely diagnosed arterial complication# I 
have undertaken an enormous job. I will do as much of it as I can as well as I can for 
vhhtever good it can do, whatever value it can have. I have arranged, for a permanent archive 
fif all my records, ^his includes the poison I am seeking from the government. I have waived 
all personal privacy rights in the archive. "But I will rise to defend my reputation if it 



ia challneged* To date it has never been tc my face. Only the kind of venon to which yon 
snd your colleagues have been subjected* iO the decree it is possible for me to do it 
on paper I will correct this evil prcpajanda# 

Vide sore ad as- non-cozpliance is I have obtained enough to provide a basis. This ia a 
•anple. In^tme perhaps there >.111 be more. The CIA has not yet complied -with my requests 
for the records on me, fron 1971 they 'have not .complied. They have given me a few pages, 
less thaft * had obtained elsewhere, and have been sitting on an appeal for years* I hope 
to be able to sue all these authoritarians. — . * ./ 

In one of the FOUL suits I took the witness stand last year to tick off cases of 
F3I perjury. I was not crosc. examined on this. i»o agent cane to testify in his own defense* 
PH counsel as well as the AU5A had a crack _at cgoas-e Tgri ni ng ms and daring to try to • - 

pull some of the stuff you've been subjected to. The AUSA pooped out on the cross examina- 
tion and the F3I 1 _vryer re rained silent* 

I will not accept official perjury if I can do nothing about the w i lling n ess of the 
courts to tolerate it, I also will not be in tizin dated by these people. The wrong they 
do must be ended or the country is not safe. I fear the permanent harm to the nation from^ ;- 
the wrong that has taken most of cy recent years. , ' , __ . 

In the authentic sense of the abused word, not that given it by the Hoovers, the 
McCarthys, the Dieses and their kind, I consider myself a patriot and my work a patriotic • 
endeavor, hy work is not and never has been the pursuit of a whodunit* Tt addresses the 
functioning of the basic institutions of our society. When they malfunction we are all 
in danger and so, in cy vie;;, is rJ presen tative society and any me a nin g ful concept 
of freedom* -• — • — ~ - • 

Whether or not you respond I do ask that if you have such stuff as I have cited in ' 
your files you keen a copy of tnis .rith it* If this can still be don e with the records of 
the ^hurch cozzitt ee I would appreciate that* 


Sincerely, 



Harold Veisberg 



• r 


